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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. 
The Reverend Kenneth L. Simon, 

New Bethel Baptist Church, Youngs-
town, Ohio, offered the following pray-
er: 

Gracious God, we come thanking You 
today for all of Your blessings and the 
privilege You have given each of us to 
serve You by serving Your people. 

We thank You for our President, 
Barack Obama, who You have called 
and appointed to lead this Nation for 
such a time as this, and I ask Your con-
tinued blessings upon him and his fam-
ily. 

We ask Your blessings upon our Con-
gressmen and -women, leaders of this 
great Nation who You have given the 
charge to govern Your people in the 
pursuit of liberty, justice and equality 
for all. 

Bless this session in the midst of the 
many challenges our Nation faces 
today. May Your spirit grant wisdom 
and give guidance to every decision 
that is made in this place. Help us to 
move beyond our differences and party 
lines to the place where we can agree 
to differ, resolve to love and unite to 
serve. 

In Your name, we do pray and give 
thanks. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-

ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 

from California (Mr. MCNERNEY) come 
forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. MCNERNEY led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-

lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING THE REVEREND 
KENNETH L. SIMON 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Ohio is recognized 
for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Madam Speaker, I 

would like to welcome Reverend Kenny 
Simon to the House to lead us in pray-
er today. He is Youngstown born and 
Youngstown educated. He is a graduate 
of East High School and Youngstown 
State University. He did his biblical 
and religious training in Wheaton, Illi-
nois. He was ordained in 1993, and in 
1995 he succeeded his father, Reverend 
Lonnie Simon, as pastor of the New 
Bethel Baptist Church in Youngstown, 
Ohio. 

In addition to his pastorate, Rev-
erend Kenny Simon is very much in-
volved in our community. He is the 
president of the board of Eagle Heights 
Academy. He is the chairman of the 
Mayor’s Human Relations Commission. 
He is a board member of Crime Stop-
pers of Youngstown, past president of 
the Mahoning Valley Association of 
Churches, past board member of the 
Western Reserve Port Authority, and a 
2002 graduate of Leadership Mahoning 
Valley. Pastor Simon is the president 
of the Community Mobilization Coali-
tion, a political organization that pro-
motes voter registration and informs 
the urban community about the impor-
tance of voting and voting issues. 

Reverend Kenny Simon and his wife, 
Wendy Wainwright, have three chil-
dren, Keisha, Kenny and David. And as 
most of us do, he stands on the shoul-
ders of his father, who is now pastor 
emeritus of New Bethel Baptist Church 
where he has served since 1962, Rev-
erend Lonnie Simon. He too has been 
involved in many community activi-
ties, including service on the Youngs-

town Board of Education from 1972 to 
1975 and was in the first Leadership 
Youngstown class in 1985. 

In 1965, Reverend Lonnie Simon was 
one of the charter leaders of the March 
on Montgomery under the leadership of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and par-
ticipated in the Poor People’s Cam-
paign here in Washington, D.C. in 1969. 
Reverend Lonnie Simon and his wife of 
58 years, Florence, have four children, 
seven grandchildren and four great- 
grandchildren. 

Madam Speaker, it was an honor for 
us to be addressed by such a distin-
guished individual with such a distin-
guished family here at the House of 
Representatives. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ALTMIRE). The Chair will entertain up 
to 10 further requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF GORDON 
HAYES MEDLIN 

(Mr. MCNERNEY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
my colleagues to join me in honoring 
Gordon Hayes Medlin, also known as 
Gordy, who passed away last week. 
Gordy was born in Modesto, California, 
in 1922 and moved to Stockton in high 
school. Later Gordy enlisted in the Ma-
rine Corps to serve in World War II. 
Twenty-four years ago, inspired by the 
nearby Gilroy Garlic Festival, Mr. 
Medlin cofounded the Stockton Aspar-
agus Festival. This festival is a 3-day 
food and entertainment festival cele-
brating asparagus, one of the signature 
crops of San Joaquin County, Cali-
fornia. Attendance at the festival often 
reaches 100,000 people. To this date, the 
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